Photographers of Perth
1850-1987

Photographers have been capturing images of Perth and its residents since 1850 when
the art and science of photography was still in its infancy.

In 1826, Frenchman Joseph Nicéphore Niépce (1765-1833) was the first to fix an image
captured with a camera, but eight hours or more of exposure were required and the earliest results
were very crude.

When Niépce died in 1833, he left his research notes to his friend Louis Daguerre (1787-
1851) who went on to develop the ‘daguerreotype’ process. Presented to the French Academy of
Sciences on January 7, 1839, Daguerre’s method required only minutes of exposure in the
camera, and produced a clear, detailed result. Daguerreotype images were captured directly on
a mirror-like silver-surfaced plate that had been fumed with iodine vapor and ‘developed’ using
mercury fumes.

Itinerant photographer O. B. Curtis, the first of his trade documented at Perth, visited in
the spring of 1850 and over the next five years at least six other itinerant photographers
periodically visited Perth until Ezekial Morrison established the town’s first photo studio above
Neilson’s Jewelry Shop at 81 Gore Street East in 1857." The itinerants and Morrison immortalized
customers by the daguerreotype method.

Daguerre’s invention was the most common photographic process into the late 1850s
when it was replaced by the ‘collodion’, or ‘wet plate’, process, invented in 1851 by English
sculptor Frederick Scott Archer (1813-1857). Archer’s process involved coating a glass or metal
plate with sensitized iodized collodion, exposing it while wet, and then quickly developing it within
10 to 15 minutes. This process created negatives for printing, or direct positives like ambrotypes
(on glass) and tintypes (on metal). By the late 1860s the collodion process had almost completely
replaced the daguerreotype.

The new technology prompted a boom in photo studios at Perth. Over the course of the
1860s and 1870s at least a dozen photographers hung out their shingles and advertised in the
Perth Courier.

Daguerreotypes and wet plate images were, however, fragile, difficult to copy, and
photographers wanting to work outside of the studio had to haul boxes of plates, toxic chemicals
and other supplies with them. That challenge was addressed in 1884 when George Eastman
(1854-1932) of Rochester, New York, USA, developed a photo-sensitive dry gel on paper, or ‘film’.
Eastman followed up in 1888 by launching the Kodak camera, and then, in 1901, the Kodak
Brownie that made everyone a photographer.?

"In a building where the Crain Building (former Post Office) now stands.

2 The first widely used method of color photography was the Autochrome plate, a process invented by the Lumiere brothers, Auguste
(1862-1954) and Louis (1864-1948) in the 1890s and commerecially introduced in 1907.
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1851 - Bateman, J.
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1851 - Lockwood, J. A. & Martin, G.
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1854 - Conger, A. J.
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1870-1885 - Bell, William P.

& Bell, Robert Charles

81 Gore Street East, 2" Floor
(Purchased Ezekial Morrison Studio)
Manager, John Mundy

1871 - Bell, James
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1874-1875 - Millikin & Co.
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1876 - Stewart, Alexander 1884-1885 - Holder, Robert

& Switzer, Samuel M.
75 Gore Street East. 2" Floor
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1885-1927 — Mclintyre,

1886-1889 - Forsythe,

William H.
17 Gore Street West
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1893-1897 - Jackson,

Marshal A.
75 Gore Street East, 2" Floor
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1894 - Waller, F. W.

73 Gore Street East
(Bower Block)
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Cabinets,

Diamonds (several sizes)
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Large Groups.
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guaranteed to be the best.
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Special quotations for Grougs.

A careful inspection of work
solicited.
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1896-1900 - Kelsey,

Frederick Willis
75 Gore Street East, 2" Floor

Proro. Gattery.~Mr, T. W, Kelsey, of
W.atport, bas lessed the photo, gallery in the
Bower block, and will take possession about

the 18th Nov. He will do all kinds of photr,
work, .

1900-1901 - Lendrum,

W. G.
75 Gore Street East
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1899-1901 - Anderson,
William
58 Foster Street

W. ANDERSON,
Photographer,

Wil open his studls NEXT TO 0. B. FARM-
EAD Shos Htore, March fTth. WIL NI'E!HI-
largs stock of

Photographic Cameras,

Chemicals and Supplies,
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W. Anderson.

1901-1902 - Andison,

William & John Adams
50 Gore Street East

The Goround Floor Fhoto Stadio. '

Andison & Adams|

Will hawe a—

SPECIAT. WAGON

On the road at an early date carrying i

Photo Supplies, Picture Frames, etc.,
aond will also take Views of Farm
Nesidences, Landascapes, eto.

We make a specialty of copying and
enlarging Pictures in Crayon and Indian
Inka.

Call at ocor Studio next to G. B.
Farmer's Shoa Store, and examine ocar
up-to-date stock.

- Aeenis for the oolored plctore of Pops
Reeo METL.
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1901-1932 - Adams, John Harry
50 Gore Street East
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Just Received |

A Fine, New
abock of, .,

Crayon Frames,
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Orlets & Pictures.
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-M)AMS' aRomio 1913 - Mars, Philip
BTUb, 42 Gore Street East, 2"d Floor

1932-1938 - Hollington, 1938-1942 - McGreqor, Ken
Garnet E. 50 Gore Street East

50 Gore Street East

| Tever Dut off wontll to-mor-
row, what you should do to-day.
Have the children’s photos 12k-
en while they ATs young. MaXe
an appoilntment Dow.

FlLMS.
Developod, printed and em--
Targod. v

F RAMYNG

Renew your old plctares
with m new frame. We carr¥a
complote and artlstle los ot
Moaldings to solect from.

| G.E.Holl:inghon
Photogrepher Phone Z31

PERTH, ONT.
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1945-1954 - Newman,

Cecil L. (H.)
43 Gore Street East
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Is open for business at mmw‘i‘&'hﬂhﬁ k

4}3 Core Streét E.
" CONWAY BLOCK

—OPENING OFFER—
Those who make their appointments by Nov. 10
will receive FREE gne portrait by Newman.
HAVE THE m-‘_:-‘,'r__——ﬂl\'t THE PERFECT GIFT
VISIT THE NEWMAN STUDIO IN PERTH

FPHONE 366

1950 - Buckman, Stanley H.

1947- Cowie, Ken

Gore Street

1958 — Rae, James

12 Herriot Street
M
Stanley H. Buckman

" Photographer

WEDINGS,  GROUPS,  ANNIVESARIES ¥

COMMERCIAL WORK
BABIES

{0 HERRIOT T, PERTH  Phone 23

12

Glen Tay

PORTRAITS

* TAKEN IN YOUR OWN HOME
CHILDREN and FAMILY GROUPS A SPECIALTY
" Full Satisfaction Guaranteed
| FEIB mmmm

I Jmm

| PQRTMII‘E EHGAGEIIIE'I‘IE WEDDINGS
SPECIAL EVENTS--ADVERTISING — PUBLICITY
Telephone Glen Tay 5011 or Write Box 150, Perth




1966 — Dahlschen, Edith

c/o Ron Brousseau, Western Tire
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1972-¢1985 — Lee, Murray

1979-1978+ — Stone,
Murray

MURRAY F. STONE

® Porth's FULL-TIME Photographer

@ Complete Colowr Coverage Of
WEDDINGS - ANNIVERSARIES - FAMILIES r

nes
BAK AND WMITE COMMERTAL. PASSPORTS, NEWS AND SPORTS
Reserve Your Summer snd Autumn Weddings Now

“UANSAILD CUSTOMERS ARE OUR BEST ADVERTISINENT ©

1974-¢1985, Bunker, John

WEDDING PORTRAITS

BY MURRAY LEE
COMPLETE COVERAGE
Proofs To Choase From
SPECIALIST IN BABY PORTRAITURE,
PASSPORTS AND COMMERCIAL
Phone 267-1743

30-TF

1977 — Stewart

Stewurt's Photography

Professional Quality

At Yesterday's Prices
Weddings, Groups, Portraits, Passports,
Sports, Commercial ond Industrial

Full Time Professional Service 267-4846
KS.

- —

BUNKER'S PHOTOGRAPHY
WEDDING PASSPORT & PORTRAIT SERVICE
We Offer Prolemiong! Colour or Block ond White Service

Fer Boh Prvate or Commetcsal Purmposes
Prices Avolsble Upson Requesi, Phone o Wite,

—
—

!ll'!

i Plossa Heserve For ‘Weddmg Covoroge,
¥

Bapairs and Service Available Fer kot Camerms

117 Drummond 5. E. Phone 267-2304

1978-1980, McNicol

R.R. # 4, Perth

McNICOL'S
PHOTOGRAPHY

Weddings  Family Photos

267-5859 Evenings
25-K5. Apr. 3
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1979 — Lout, Wendy

Wedding Hcmrns group photos,

portraits, ete, If :,'nu want pic-
tures but can't afford a "Pro-
fessional™ photographer, call
Wendy Laut, 2676099, Weddings
[rom $60.

1981-1987+ - McMahon

PASSPORT
PHOTOS
webrile — i — wwail
WEDDIMNGSs TE.ﬁ-MS
- PORTRAITS =
McMAHOMN
PHOTOS

Fhuores FOos 30 3 SH=0ene reee e R
PET-5I12 o 26T-2469

Itinerant photographers had disappeared from the Perth scene in the 1870s, but nearly
100 years later they began to reappear as part of retail store promotions, usually supermarkets

and variety stores..

ATTENTION
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18 Gore 81. E. Perth, Ontario

37 WILSON STREET W. — PERTH
FRESENTS

Edwards Studio

Well knawn child and Baby Photographer
IN OUR STORE
Thursday, Friday, Saturday
November 9-10-11

Natural Color—Beautifully Mounted
Onedx5 Only@Qhe

Draring Stare Hours
BABIES — CHILDREN — ADULTS
Mo Appesintments Necssary
Additionn] Prints Avallalle
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The above draws upon the Perth Museum Collection,
https://www.perthremembered.com/photographers/),

The

the Jim Winton Collection, (see
Merchants,

Professionals &

Tradespeople of Perth, by Gus Quattrocchi (1998), and the Perth Courier.
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