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Photographers of Perth 

1850-1987 
 

Photographers have been capturing images of Perth and its residents since 1850 when 

the art and science of photography was still in its infancy. 

 

In 1826, Frenchman Joseph Nicéphore Niépce (1765-1833) was the first to fix an image 

captured with a camera, but eight hours or more of exposure were required and the earliest results 

were very crude.  

 

When Niépce died in 1833, he left his research notes to his friend Louis Daguerre (1787-

1851) who went on to develop the ‘daguerreotype’ process. Presented to the French Academy of 

Sciences on January 7, 1839, Daguerre’s method required only minutes of exposure in the 

camera, and produced a clear, detailed result. Daguerreotype images were captured directly on 

a mirror-like silver-surfaced plate that had been fumed with iodine vapor and ‘developed’ using 

mercury fumes. 

 

Itinerant photographer O. B. Curtis, the first of his trade documented at Perth, visited in 

the spring of 1850 and over the next five years at least six other itinerant photographers 

periodically visited Perth until Ezekial Morrison established the town’s first photo studio above 

Neilson’s Jewelry Shop at 81 Gore Street East in 1857.1  The itinerants and Morrison immortalized 

customers by the daguerreotype method.  

 

Daguerre’s invention was the most common photographic process into the late 1850s 

when it was replaced by the ‘collodion’, or ‘wet plate’, process, invented in 1851 by English 

sculptor Frederick Scott Archer (1813-1857). Archer’s process involved coating a glass or metal 

plate with sensitized iodized collodion, exposing it while wet, and then quickly developing it within 

10 to 15 minutes. This process created negatives for printing, or direct positives like ambrotypes 

(on glass) and tintypes (on metal). By the late 1860s the collodion process had almost completely 

replaced the daguerreotype. 

 

The new technology prompted a boom in photo studios at Perth. Over the course of the 

1860s and 1870s at least a dozen photographers hung out their shingles and advertised in the 

Perth Courier. 

 

Daguerreotypes and wet plate images were, however, fragile, difficult to copy, and 

photographers wanting to work outside of the studio had to haul boxes of plates, toxic chemicals 

and other supplies with them. That challenge was addressed in 1884 when George Eastman 

(1854-1932) of Rochester, New York, USA, developed a photo-sensitive dry gel on paper, or ‘film’. 

Eastman followed up in 1888 by launching the Kodak camera, and then, in 1901, the Kodak 

Brownie that made everyone a photographer.2 

 
1 In a building where the Crain Building (former Post Office) now stands. 
2 The first widely used method of color photography was the Autochrome plate, a process invented by the Lumiere brothers, Auguste 

(1862-1954) and Louis (1864-1948) in the 1890s and commercially introduced in 1907. 
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1850 - Curtis, O. B.              1851 - Bateman, J. 
Itinerant                                              Itinerant 
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1851 - Lockwood, J. A. & Martin, G. 
Itinerate 
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1854 - Conger, A. J.               1857-1871 –  

Itinerate                                      Morrison, Ezekial 
                                                              81 Gore Street East 

    
 

1866-1869 – O’Harra, Henry &  

Thompson, William J. 
Gore Street 
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1870-1876 - Blackburn, George 
Corner of Wilson and North Streets 
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1874-1875 - Millikin & Co.  
 

     
 

 

1876-1885 - Bradley, John F. 
Balderson Block, 1 Gore Street West 
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1876 - Stewart, Alexander   1884-1885 - Holder, Robert 

                                               & Switzer, Samuel M.  
                                                             75 Gore Street East. 2nd Floor 
 

   
 

1885-1886 – Switzer & Roberts 
75 Gore Steet East, Second Floor3 
 

       

 
3 Site now occupied by the McMillan Building 
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1885-1927 – McIntyre,              1886-1889 - Forsythe, 

William H.                                  William W. 
17 Gore Street West                                 75 Gore Steet East, 2nd Floor 
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1893-1897 - Jackson,          1894 - Waller, F. W. 

Marshal A.                            73 Gore Street East 

75 Gore Street East, 2nd Floor         (Bower Block) 
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1896-1900 - Kelsey,              1899-1901 - Anderson,  

Frederick Willis                    William 
75 Gore Street East, 2nd Floor          58 Foster Street 
 

      

 

1900-1901 - Lendrum,         1901-1902 - Andison, 

W. G.                                     William & John Adams  
75 Gore Street East                          50 Gore Street East 
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1901-1932 - Adams, John Harry  
50 Gore Street East 
 

     
 

1932-1938 - Hollington,     1938-1942 - McGregor, Ken 

Garnet E.                             50 Gore Street East 
50 Gore Street East 
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1945-1954 - Newman, 

Cecil L. (H.) 
43 Gore Street East 
 

         
 

 

1950 - Buckman, Stanley H.   1958 – Rae, James 
12 Herriot Street                                     Glen Tay 
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1966 – Dahlschen, Edith        1979-1978+ – Stone,                                                                               

c/o Ron Brousseau, Western Tire       Murray 
 

       
 

1972-c1985 – Lee, Murray    1974-c1985, Bunker, John 
 

    
 

1977 – Stewart                      1978-1980, McNicol 
                                                             R.R. # 4, Perth 
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1979 – Lout, Wendy             1981-1987+ - McMahon 
 

           
 

Itinerant photographers had disappeared from the Perth scene in the 1870s, but nearly 

100 years later they began to reappear as part of retail store promotions, usually supermarkets 

and variety stores.. 

 

        
________________________________________________________________ 

 

The above draws upon the Perth Museum Collection, the Jim Winton Collection, (see 

https://www.perthremembered.com/photographers/), The Merchants, Professionals & 

Tradespeople of Perth, by Gus Quattrocchi (1998), and the Perth Courier. 

 
Ron W. Shaw (2026) 

https://www.perthremembered.com/photographers/

